Trend Alert! Collaborative Consumption - The Top 10 Everyt...

HOME | U.S.

| IME SEARCH TIME.COM

ow Specials

Main Person of the Year Best Websites
Best TV Shows Top 10 All-TIME 100

NewsFeed

POLITICS | WORLD | BUSINESS | TECHLAND | HEALTH | SCIENCE | ARTS | TRAVEL

Worst Cars  Time 100 Time 100 Roundtable

E /
Didn't Know :
d: You Can Rent

CLICK TO SEE WHAT’S HOT ON THE WEB RIGHT NOW PPPP =

The Top 10 Everything of 2010

In 50 wide-ranging lists, TIME surveys the highs and lows, the good and the bad, of the past 12
months

¢ 'dsl Tiser:

eo Rantania..-n

| Select a Secton 78] sStory Al Bestand Worst Lists

Design 100 Best Inventions

http://www.time.com/time/special s/packages/article/0,28804,...

PHOTOS | VIDEO | SPECIALS | MAGAZINE | NEWSFEED

Subscribe to Time » Give a Gift »

ADD TIME NEWS
MOBILE APPS
NEWSLETTERS

oil Spill: A Photo
History of the Gulf Di

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

Solar-Powered Plan.

Top 10 Green Stories

9. Trend Alert! Collaborative
Consumption

By BRYAN WALSH  Thursday, Dec. 09, 2010

W

BACK NEXT

159 of 500 | View All

The recession happened for any number
of reasons — and I'm an environmental
reporter, damn it, not a business reporter
— but its undeniable that the U.S. went on
a spending spree. That had negative
impacts on our national wallet, but it also
has a negative environmental effect — all

L&

that stuff builds up. That's why the trend

towards "collaborative consumption” —
technology-enabled sharing and renting of
goods — is one of the most heartening
environmental trends. Startups like
Swap.com allow users to arrange trades of
books, movies and CDs, letting us share
media rather than buy it. And new sites
like SnapGoods can help you rent stuff — iPads, robot vacuums, camping equipment —
from others in a peer-to-peer fashion. You can even rent out your car — or rent another
person's car — by the hour with RelayRides. It's green, but it also appeals to the desire for
community we all feel. That's win-win.
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